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McCLELLAN MEETING MINUTES

June 20, 2001
McClellan AFB Restoration Advisory Board Meeting

FC Joyce Elementary School

RAB Members in Attendance:
Gary Collier, Community Member
Bill Gibson, Community Member
Carlota Gutierrez, Community Member
Joe Healy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Alan Hersh, McClellan Park
Sandra Kinsey, Community Member
Mark Malinowski, CA Department of Toxic Substances Control
Mark Manoff, Local Redevelopment Authority
Paul Plummer, Community Member
Dan Sharp, Congressmember Ose’s Office
Rick Solander, Air Force Base Conversion Agency
James Taylor, CA Regional Water Quality Control Board
Lola Warrick, Community Member

Welcome and Meeting Guidelines

Marie Rainwater, the meeting facilitator, welcomed all attendees to the McClellan Air Force
Base (AFB) Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) meeting.  Ms. Rainwater reviewed the RAB
ground rules.

Introductions

The RAB members introduced themselves to the public.

Review Agenda

Ms. Rainwater reviewed the agenda and the procedures for the public comment period.  A
handout was available that responded to the public comments made during the March 28, 2001,
RAB meeting (attached to the March 28 RAB Meeting Minutes).

Comments on the March 28, 2001, Meeting Minutes

Gary Collier stated that regarding the spill discussion on page 4 of the meeting minutes, it is his
recollection that the pipe under discussion was confirmed by the Air Force to be an asbestos fiber
pipe.  He stated that the Air Force needs to clarify the make up of the pipe, and if it is asbestos,
to ensure that it is recorded in the minutes.

[Note: The break was in a PVC valve that was attached to a transite pipe.  The transite, a
common building material, contains inert, non-friable asbestos, which was not
damaged.]
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Mark Malinowski responded by stating that asbestos is an inhalation hazard and not an ingestion
hazard.  Mr. Collier stated that the studies he has reviewed are not conclusive and that this is a
significant issue within the community.

The minutes were approved with the above noted clarification.

Cleanup Update

Rick Solander gave an update on the cleanup activities at McClellan (see Attachment 1).  This
information also has been presented at the recent Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC)
Cleanup Team (BCT) meeting.  A summary follows.

•  Groundwater Treatment Plant (GWTP) and Investigative Cluster (IC) 29 Groundwater
Treatment System (GWTS)   On April 23, 2001, 450 to 900 gallons of untreated
groundwater was released at the IC 29 GWTS.  The Air Force responded, and the regulators
were notified.  Sampling indicated that no volatile organic compounds (VOCs) were found
upstream or downstream of Magpie Creek. The system has since been repaired. A copy of
the spill report was made available for review.

•  Dudley Boulevard   Additional low level radiological areas were found during McClellan
Park construction activities undertaken to remove railroad tracks.  The ties and dirt shielded
the contamination from detection at the ground surface.  The railroad track removal was
performed without an Encroachment Permit.  During these construction activities, a
construction worker climbed over the fence despite radiological warning signs. McClellan
Park has re-educated its tenants on the requirement to obtain an Encroachment Permit for any
activities that will disturb soil.  Alan Hersh stated that several training meetings on protocol
have taken place.  Mr. Solander commented that training is ongoing for the McClellan Park
tenants.

•  Confirmed Site (CS) 10   Plutonium was found at the CS 10 landfill in September 2000.
The Air Force continues to ensure that all areas of radiological contamination on base are
surveyed and secured.  A public meeting was held regarding CS 10 in February 2001.
During the excavation of this site, the area will be covered with a large tent.

•  West Area Grass Fire   A fire which originated off-base occurred on May 20, 2001,
affecting approximately 50 acres in the West Area of the base.  Several vernal pools were
impacted by the fire and/or by fire response vehicles. Following consultation with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Department, the Air Force does not expect significant adverse effects on
the vernal pool ecological health or population in the West Area.  The fire did not go through
any cleanup sites. Additional information can be obtained from Air Force Base Conversion
Agency’s (AFBCA) natural resources consultant, Molly Enloe.

Mr. Collier asked whether fireworks were stored in the area of the fire and whether the off-
gas could have been a factor in increasing the danger in the area.  Mr. Solander stated that no
fireworks are stored in the area currently; however, the County intends to use the bunkers to
store fireworks in the future.  The bunkers are concrete buildings and are well insulated.  The
fire did not reach the bunkers.
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Lola Warrick asked which fire agency will be responsible for McClellan Park.  Mr. Solander
introduced Wynn Latta of the Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District (SMFD). Mr. Latta
stated that SMFD assumed jurisdiction for fires at McClellan Park on April 1, 2001, and
handled the May fire in the West Area.

•  Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)   The Air Force and regulators have entered the
ADR’s formal dispute process to determine groundwater cleanup levels.  The regulators have
agreed to allow the Air Force to proceed with the Phase III Implementation Plan in
accordance with the Interim Record of Decision (IROD).  This will allow the installation of
additional extraction and monitoring wells now, rather than waiting for settlement of the
ADR.

•  Radiation Program    The building surveys continue to be performed.  Buildings will
continue to be released to unrestricted use after closure.

Mr. Solander reviewed the remedial program manager (RPMs) unresolved decisions and the
Document Status Report.

Mr. Solander reported that the AFBCA recently published operating procedures for management
of lead-based paint.  A copy of this report was made available.

Protecting Public Health

Paul Brunner, AFBCA BRAC Environmental Coordinator, introduced a panel that presented
information on the Air Force and regulatory activities being undertaken to ensure the protection
of public health and the environment during the McClellan cleanup.

Mr. Brunner stated that this will not be the last RAB discussion on public health.

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
Dave Green, AFBCA, gave a historical presentation on the U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (ATSDR) activities at McClellan.  (See Attachment 2).  The regional point
of contact for ATSDR is William Nelson.  The ATSDR Final July 2001 Report was made
available for review.  A copy is available for public viewing at McClellan’s Administrative
Record.

Cleanup 5-Year Review
Joe Healy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), gave a presentation on the
McClellan AFB Cleanup 5-Year Review.  Mr. Healy explained that this review stems from a
Superfund requirement that applies to sites containing contamination at levels above unrestricted
use.

Every five years, U.S. EPA and California DTSC reviews the monitoring reports, current
information, and community information related to cleanup remedies given in the Record of
Decision (ROD) to determine whether the remedies are still protective.  New laws, technologies,
and information can affect the decision that was made or determine whether these remedies are
still effective.
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The first 5-Year Review was conducted in October 1999. Recommendations provided in the
October 1999 review were to conduct additional confirmation sampling and to implement a
monitoring plan for institutional controls in conjunction with base closure.  It is the opinion of
the U.S. EPA that the remedies in the IROD are protective, but had the following
recommendations:

• Continue diligence in monitoring for dioxins in the soil vapor extraction (SVE) system, by
keeping abreast of the latest risk assessment methods for dioxins;

• Encourage the Air Force to take a broad view of human health and ecological health for the
creeks and flood plain areas;

• Continue to work with the U.S. EPA on the evolving issue of safe cleanup standards for
radiation risk.

Mr. Healy stated that the U.S. EPA is pleased with the October 1999 report and that the
generated checklist will be very useful for the next review.

Groundwater
James Taylor, California Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), gave a presentation
on groundwater.  He explained that the RWQCB is a surface water and groundwater resource
protection agency as opposed to a health protection agency.

To protect the public and clean up the solvent contamination that has impacted the groundwater,
the Air Force has implemented an aggressive source control plan by installing SVE systems to
clean up the solvents in the soil area that is between the surface of the ground and the water
table.  These SVE systems are centrally located in a hub that addresses 45 sites on base.

To clean contaminated groundwater, the Air Force uses pump-and-treat technology.
Approximately 60 groundwater extraction wells have been installed. The treated groundwater is
discharged into Magpie Creek. Currently, approximately 1,250 gallons per minute are being
discharged.

To track the contaminated groundwater plume, the Air Force has installed 590 monitoring wells
and implemented a quarterly monitoring program.  The results are included in quarterly
monitoring reports that are available for review in McClellan’s Administrative Record.  None of
the contaminated plumes are threatening public drinking water wells.

In 1985, to address off-base water contamination west of McClellan, residents with private wells
were hooked up to the City of Sacramento’s water supply.  Sacramento County has enacted a
drilling prohibition zone on new wells west of the base, since private wells can pull the
contaminated groundwater further from McClellan.

In 1984, the Groundwater Interim Record of Decision (IROD), which calls for three phases of
the cleanup, was signed.  The Air Force has implemented Phases I and II.  That includes the
installation and operation of 60 extraction wells, which has resulted in approximately 90%
containment of the groundwater plume.  Phase III will address several areas of the groundwater
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program where there is not enough data.  The Groundwater final ROD will be issued after the
resolution of the current dispute concerning the final groundwater cleanup levels.

Mr. Taylor stated that it is the opinion of the RWQCB that the prohibition zone and the current
Air Force actions are appropriate in protecting public health.

Emergency Response for Confirmed Site 10
Craig Marchione, AFBCA, gave a presentation on emergency procedures that will remain in
place during the CS-10 landfill clean-up project.  The excavation will be performed in a very
closely monitored specially built tent to control the environment.  The project is scheduled to
begin in September 2001.  During the removal of landfill material and the site clearance process,
the Air Force will perform the following:

• Air monitoring inside and outside of the tent;

• Perimeter monitoring to ensure that the contaminants are not getting out of the control zone;

• Groundwater monitoring to ensure that the disturbance does not cause the contaminants to
become mobile and enter the groundwater.

The emergency response work plan has been discussed with the SMFD and the Sacramento
County Sheriff’s Department.  These agencies have been briefed on what will be done, how it
will be done, and the contaminants that are expected to be found.  The list of contaminants found
will be updated continually.  After the site has been prepared for excavation, there will be a
walk-through to ensure that the fire and sheriff departments have a working knowledge of the
site.

Mr. Marchione explained that an emergency is defined as fire, loss of containment of chemicals
or radioactivity, or an injury. Should an emergency be encountered, the Air Force will call 911,
cease all work and equipment operation, assess whether ventilation should be turned off or
remain on, begin additional monitoring, and perform immediate air and perimeter monitoring.

Mr. Latta gave a presentation on SMFD response to emergencies.  Mr. Latta stated that the fire
district has had numerous meetings with the Air Force concerning emergency response and
procedures.

Hazardous material response is not a new procedure for the fire department. The procedure
involves a hazardous material response team and coordination with the Sheriff’s Department,
and can include initiating emergency measures outside of the Sacramento region and throughout
the state through the Office of Emergency Services (OES) response system.

Mr. Latta stated that the Air Force has been open in sharing information, which has been helpful
to the fire district in designing response guidelines.

Questions/Answers
Ms. Warrick asked if Capehart Housing is contaminated. Mr. Solander stated that there is
petroleum contamination from former underground storage tanks that were located at the gas
station in Capehart Housing.  The Air Force is addressing the issue of whether fuel has reached
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the groundwater.  There are plans to determine the nature and extent of the contamination
through sampling.

Mr. Gibson asked who is listed in the CS 10 emergency response plan as being in charge if
there is an emergency.  Mr. Marchione stated that once the Air Force calls 911, the Sacramento
Metro Fire Department will be in charge and will use AFBCA staff as technical experts.

Mr. Collier recalled that last summer there was a fire at a radioactive facility in New Mexico
where vegetated matter was consumed, and that radionuclides were released into the
atmosphere.  He asked whether any radioactive tests were done during the May fire in the
West Area.  Mr. Latta stated that the fire department did not perform any test for radionuclides;
their role was to go in and extinguish the fire.  Mr. Solander stated that the fire that occurred on
McClellan in May did not go through any radioactively contaminated areas; the only issues were
the natural resources.  Mr. Collier stated that it was his understanding that there were some areas
in the vernal pools that were radioactive. Mr. Solander replied that to his knowledge this was not
the case.

Mr. Marchione commented that within the airfield survey area, which contains radioactive
contamination, there are also wetlands and vernal pools.  This area is far away from the West
Area where the fire occurred in May, and there are no indications that the West Area wetlands
are radioactively contaminated.

Ms. Kinsey asked what the time frame is for setting up the control zone and whether the public
will be notified.  Mr. Marchione stated that the timeframe for set up of the control zone is
September 2001.  The public will be notified when the Air Force commences operations.

Ms. Kinsey asked how and to where the contamination will be transported.  Mr. Marchione
stated that the contamination will be transported by truck and by train.  The transportation route
will not go through any residential area around McClellan. The contamination will be sent to one
of four areas: Envirosafe in Idaho, Envirocare in Utah, U.S. Ecology in Handford, Washington,
or Barnwell in South Carolina.

Mr. Collier asked whether there is any contingency plan should a radioactively contaminated
area catch on fire and whether the County will be notified of the radioactive area so that it can
take appropriate actions.  Mr. Marchione stated that, to date, the Air Force has provided location
information but does not have a good delineation of all of the contaminated sites.  The
information that is known has been shared with the County.

Mr. Hersh asked whether, until the airfield survey is completed, the Air Force would consider
communicating with the fire department that this area will be monitored during a fire, to
ensure that the procedures are put into place and that the firefighters are protected  Mr. Latta
stated that such a fire will be handled as a contaminated monitoring assignment.

Mr. Hersh asked whether McClellan or an off-base fire company will respond to
“emergencies.”  Mr. Latta stated that the initial response will be from one of the fire companies
on McClellan, but that others will be ready.
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Ms. Kinsey asked if the ASTDR included studies on lead-based contamination.  Mr. Green
stated that the study looked at a variety of contaminants, including lead-based paint.  ASTDR
also communicated with the community to hear their health concerns, which were then addressed
in the report.  Ms. Kinsey asked if the California Department of Health Services (DHS) was
included in this study.  Mr. Green answered yes. Ms. Kinsey requested the point of contact for
the state.

Mr. Malinowski commented that DHS was involved in a separate epidemiological study. The
ATSDR report did review that study. Mr. Healy commented that the Berkeley, California, office
of DHS worked closely with ATSDR, assisting with the toxicology during this study.

RAB Members Advice, Comments, and Announcements

The following are RAB members’ advice, comments, and announcements:

Mr. Gibson said the Sacramento Environmental Commission asked various Superfund sites in
the area to make a video presentation on Channel 14 on the status of their cleanup efforts,
beginning in January 2002.

Mr. Gibson announced that Aerojet has started a community advisory group for its Superfund
site.

Dan Sharp reported that Congressmember Ose has requested full funding in the Department of
Defense appropriation for cleanup.  During the last RAB meeting, it was discussed that there
was a bit of a shortfall between what was requested and what was actually necessary for
McClellan’s cleanup.  Congressmember Ose has kept his commitment to seek full funding.

Mr. Gibson complimented the Air Force on the information presented regarding public health.

The facilitator went around the table and asked for RAB comments and concerns, which could
be used as topics for future RAB meetings.  The results are as follows:

• Continue with the cleanup updates.

• The agencies are willing to educate and engage in dialogue on topics such as institutional
controls and the decision processes within the Superfund.

• The RAB should take a position on groundwater cleanup levels or meet to help expedite the
dispute process.

• Continue with updates on the cleanup funding.

• Have presentations on creative solutions that would expedite cleanup and enhance economic
redevelopment.

• Provide more information on ATSDR.

• The RAB would like to develop priorities for the cleanup.
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• The RAB requests additional information on the ADR, the positions under dispute, and how
these impact the cleanup schedule.

• Accelerate the cleanup so that new tenants can occupy the base and be sensitive to the
economic impacts of cleanup.

• Look at alternative local organizations other than ATSDR to conduct health studies in the
area.

• Continue to ensure suitability of lease and transfer of property for intended use.

Public Comment

Members of the public were given the opportunity to make comments.  Following is a summary
of these comments:

Gary Sawyer stated the discovery of new radiological areas indicates that all the hot spots have
not been located.  He is amazed that funds have not been used to conduct a public campaign to
locate former employees who may have information on past disposal practices. These people
must be convinced that the Air Force is interested in what they know.

Frank Miller asked whether Mr. Brunner has presented the cleanup program budget to the RAB
and suggested that each RAB member should know the cost of the RAB meetings. Mr. Miller
asked why it took so long to put the fire out in May.  Mr. Miller expressed his disagreement with
the use of a facilitator at the RAB meetings.  Mr. Miller stated that ATSDR came out to do its
study at the request of the base’s neighbors.










































































